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- What is the SPAROW research project?

The SPAROW project is an evaluation of the early impact and emerging
outcomes of Scottish Prisons Service new model of Community Custody
Units (CCUs), and the use of the Scottish Prisons Service Strategy for Women
in Custody 2021-2025 in the CCUs, to provide an assessment of the operation
of the CCU's and the experiences of those who live and work within them,
and those that deliver services to them.

- What key questions will the research answer?

» ‘What are the lived experiences and emerging outcomes for women in
CCUs?

« ‘What successful or challenging examples are there around the
implementation of gender-specific and traumao-informed care and
support to women in custody?

« ‘What were the experiences and emerging outcomes for SPS staff and
delivery partners?

- What is the Scottish Prison Service Strategy for Women in
Custody 2021-2025?

The Strategy is founded on the principles that all aspects of the care of
women in custody should be

designed for women (gender-specific) and take account of their likely
experience of trauma and adversities (trauma-informed). Central to that
approach are the health and wellbeing of the women, the quality of the
relationships established between women and staff, the skills and
knowledge of staff, and the approaches and services available to help to
address the individual needs and risks of the women.




Who is funding the research?

The study is funded by the Scottish Government Community Justice Division.

Why is the study important?

The findings will provide an assessment of the new CCUs and will directly
inform the development of Scottish Prison Service policy and procedures for
women living in custody in Scotland. Findings will contribute to the ongoing
improvement of gender-specific and traumao-informed care and support for
women in custody and on their return to the community; the professional
development of SPS staff, and; the improvement of partnership working with
delivery partners to design and deliver services that are gender-specific and
trauma-informed.

Who will participate in the research?

The SPAROW project adopts a multi-method approach focused on
capturing women'’s and stakeholder’s experiences and early outcomes of the
CCUs. The research will incorporate the views of women living in a CCU,
women'’s adult family members; women living in other prison
establishment(s); SPS staff in CCUs and other prison establishment(s) from
where women are leaving to move to a CCU; delivery partners (statutory and
third sector) working with the CCUs and other prison establishment(s).

Who are the research team?

A team of experienced researchers are undertaking the research: Michele
Burman, Mhairi Mackenzie, Annie Crowley, and Lisa Mary Armstrong, all at
the University of Glasgow; Margaret Malloch at the University of Stirling, and
Loraine Gelsthorpe ot the University of Combridge. All have previous
experience of doing research in the criminal justice system and in custodial

environments.




- What is the duration of the research project?

The project will run from May 2023 to October 2024.

- What will happen to the data and results from the research
study?

The information collected will be used to write a research report for the
Scottish Government and the Scottish Prison Service. The findings will also
be written up and published in academic articles or presented at
seminars/conferences during or after the study is completed. Anonymised
research data will be stored in a secure electronic repository for 10 years
ofter the study so that it can be accessed by the research teaom if required
(e.g. for future academic articles).



