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Welcome 

2020 has been a year like no other. In January,  
I took over as Director, full of naïve energy, my biggest 
anxiety being stepping into the rather large shoes left 
out by Sarah Armstrong. 
Since this time, of course, the ground on which SCCJR operates has shifted. The lockdown brought on 
by Covid-19 has resulted in radically changed practices in universities, criminal justice institutions, and 
communities. The human consequences of the pandemic are being felt keenly across all areas of social life, 
including the many communities with whom SCCJR work. Nonetheless, the skills and resources of SCCJR 
have proved resilient and flexible – both in supporting staff and students through a time of crisis - and 
reconfiguring our research to make informed contributions to the emerging pandemic. 

As you will see in the report, in spite of everything the Centre has had some notable successes. Staff 
contributed to new grant awards valued at more than £5m; produced 4 books, 13 research reports, and more 
than 70 articles and chapters. Funding for 12 new PhDs was secured, creating a PhD community of 58; and a 
further 19 PhDs were submitted or awarded. Staff engaged in wide-ranging impact and engagement activities, 
including preparations of six impact case-studies for REF 2021. Just as important, during the hardships of the 
pandemic we found ways to support one another, and the communities of which we are part.  I am immensely 
proud of the work that colleagues have done with and for one another during this most challenging of times.  

Over the same period we bid a fond farewell to Anna Souhami, who stepped down from her role as Associate 
Director, and Diane McGrattan, our Centre Administrator. We are immensely grateful for all the humility, 
hard work, and good humour that each brought to their roles.  We have since welcomed Steve Kirkwood 
(Edinburgh) as a new Associate Director, as well as Gemma Flynn and Lynda Frazer in research and finance 
roles.  We very much look forward to working with both.  

The year ahead is uncertain, but as a Centre and as a community we are adapting and evolving with new 
virtual events, podcasts and webinars. As 2021 starts to loom, there is perhaps a glimmer of light on the 
horizon. Let’s work our way towards it.   

Alistair Fraser
Director
Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research  
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OCTOBER 2019  
SCCJR Annual Lecture  
Professor Edward Kleemans 
(Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, 
the Netherlands) delivered 
SCCJR’s 14th Annual Lecture 
at the University of Stirling. 
Prof Kleemans secured a large 
audience for his talk on ‘Criminal 
careers and transitions in organised 
crime and cybercrime. The 
curious case of adult onset and 
other counterintuitive findings on 
criminal careers’. 

OCTOBER 2019  
‘Please Help Me’ Terror, 
Trauma and Self-Inflicted 
Deaths in Prison  
The Criminal and Social Justice 
Research Cluster, School of 

Social Work and Social Policy, 
in association with SCCJR, 
hosted a public lecture delivered 
by Joe Sim, of Liverpool John 
Moores University.

OCTOBER 2019  
Deaths in Custody 
Roundtable  
This roundtable discussion was 
organised by SCCJR postgraduate 
Betsy Barkas and Rachel Ferguson 
along with Sarah Armstrong. 
We were honoured to be joined 
by several families who had 
experienced the death of a loved 
one while in custody. They shared 
their stories with an audience of 
select individuals from across the 
Scottish criminal and social justice 
community as well as SCCJR staff 
and students. 

NOVEMBER 2019  
Intersections of Art and 
Restorative Justice  
The Scottish Network of 
Restorative Justice Researchers, 
with support from SCCJR, 
organised an interdisciplinary 
seminar aiming to investigate 
the intersections of art and 
justice, with a particular focus on 
restorative justice. The seminar 
brought together different and 
complementary theoretical and 
practice-based contributions on 

art as a mediator for restorative 
imagination, dialogue, restoration 
and reintegration.

DECEMBER 2019  
Shine a Light on Violence 
Against Women and Girls  
Emma Forbes launched her 
GlassWalls, collaborative 
community art project where 
women with lived experience 
of domestic abuse learn the 
art of stained glass. During the 
event these collages were on 
display alongside three stained 
glass panels that told the story 
of progress in Scotland’s justice 
response to domestic abuse.

Awards & Achievements 
in 2019/20   

MICHELE BURMAN 
(Glasgow) was 

appointed Fellow of 
the Academy of 
Social Science.

LAURA PIACENTINI  
(Strathclyde) gave a 

keynote lecture at the 
conference ‘In the Gulag’s 

Shadow: Prison and 
Society’ in Kazakhstan. 

SUSAN BATCHELOR 
(Glasgow) delivered 
a keynote address 
to the SASO 50th 

Annual Conference in 
November 2019. 

HANNAH GRAHAM 
(Stirling) was appointed 

lay member of the Scottish 
Sentencing Council.

FERGUS MCNEILL  
(Glasgow) delivered 

keynote addresses to 
the World Probation 

Congress in Sydney and 
the Directors of Probation 
in Europe Conference in 
Dublin and addressed a 

meeting of the Council for 
Penological Cooperation 

of the Council of Europe in 
Strasbourg.

SUSAN MCVIE and 
LESLEY MCARA 

(Edinburgh) were awarded 
the ESRC’s 2019 Award 
for Outstanding Impact in 
Public Policy based on the 

impact that their work had on 
increasing the age 

of criminal responsibility
 in Scotland.  

RICHARD SPARKS 
(Edinburgh) was awarded 
an honorary doctorate by 
the University of Leuven 

in recognition of his 
outstanding contributions to 
the further development and 
understanding of criminology 

in Europe and beyond.

The Coproducing Justice 
National Steering Group 

was established by BETH 
WEAVER (Strathclyde) 

with a remit is to 
address labour market 
inequalities for people 

with convictions.

The best article prize 
from the Howard Journal 

of Crime and Justice 
was awarded to SARAH 

ARMSTRONG (Glasgow) 
for her article ‘Securing 
Prison through Human 

Rights’. 

CARA JARDINE 
(Strathclyde) was awarded 

the Association for 
Information Science & 

Technology Best JASIST 
Paper Award for 2019 for her 
co-authored paper ‘Isolated, 
overwhelmed and worried: 
young first-time mothers 

asking for information and 
support online’.  

BETH WEAVER 
(Strathclyde) was 

awarded the Humanities 
and Social Science 

Faculty Impact Prize for 
Outstanding Impact for 

Society.

LUCY CATHCART 
FRODEN (Glasgow) 

was commended for her 
submission to the Scottish 
Graduate School of Social 
Science Research’s Impact 
and Knowledge Exchange 

Competition 2020. 

SARAH ARMSTRONG 
and Lucy Pickering 

(Glasgow) were awarded 
funding from the 

Scottish Government to 
investigate how Covid-19 
measures had impacted 

vulnerable groups. 
4

Events
As part of SCCJR’s dedication to collaborate and partnerships we 
have supported a wide range of engagement and impact activities 
with public, policy and practice-based communities.  
Here are some notable events we organised in 2019/20.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sccjr-annual-lecture-2019-tickets-70488036615
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sccjr-annual-lecture-2019-tickets-70488036615
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sccjr-annual-lecture-2019-tickets-70488036615
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sccjr-annual-lecture-2019-tickets-70488036615
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sccjr-annual-lecture-2019-tickets-70488036615
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sccjr-annual-lecture-2019-tickets-70488036615
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Research in Focus 
Here we profile a selection of projects from 2019/20.

In the Gulag’s Shadow: Producing, 
Consuming and Perceiving Prisons 
in the former Soviet Union

Principal Investigator: Laura Piacentini, Criminal and 
Social Justice, The School of Social Work and Social 
Policy, University of Strathclyde. 
Funded by ESRC, Open Call, Major Grant Scheme.
(2018-2022)

The Russian penal system was the largest penal system 
of the twentieth century, and yet it has been overlooked by 
scholars of the prison and penal culture. The project is world 
criminology’s first study of Russia’s culture of punishment 
using wide ranging empirical methods that seek to ask 
normative questions around how prisons in society exist in 
Russia today. More specifically, we are examining how the 
inertial forces of the Gulag have shaped the contours of 
penal confinement today. 

This project is led by the University of Strathclyde and 
involves three international research universities, two of 
which are located in non-EU, middle income economies 
and with wider partners spanning across Russia and 
Kazakhstan. The core team is made up of 15 staff and a 
wider team of many more across Russia and Kazakhstan. 

The Gulag’s Shadow is made of up three work-streams. 
• The first is looking at gathering qualitative and 

quantitative data on penal policy tracing, trends in 
punishment and shifts in carceral rates across the entire 
former Soviet Union in the last five to ten years. We will 
provide a database that can be used by world scholars 
examining carceral trends.  

• The second is looking at attitudes to prisons and 
punishment in the former USSR. This work took two 
years to complete but we have now produced global 
criminology’s first and largest ever comparative survey 
on attitudes to prisons and punishment in two former 
Soviet countries – the biggest penal systems of the 
former USSR – Russia and Kazakhstan.  

• The third workstream is qualitative and involves 
interviews and fieldwork at six museums across Russia 
devoted to education and public engagement on the 
Soviet penal trauma. This work will include working with 
museum curators on the production and consumption 
of penal knowledge. It includes focus groups with 
museums attendees and waling ethnographic methods 
of our research teams as they follow museum visitors. 
We have so far interviewed over twenty ‘penal elites’ 
who were at the forefront of penal reform after the 
collapse of the USSR. We are also producing a film on 
penal spectatorship that examines how prisons have an 
absent presence across Russia’s giant frontier.

This is a hugely important subject because so much of our 
individual and collective understanding of penal forms and 
penal culture in criminology has excluded Russia, which 
is a startling omission given the scale and extent of both 
penal trauma, and the not so distinctive political economy of 
punishment in that country. 

w. www.gulagshadow.org  twitter: @InGulag

 

Supporting Harm Reduction 
through Peer Support (SHARPS)

Tessa Parkes, Isobel Anderson, Hannah Carver and 
Maria Fotopoulou, University of Stirling.  
National Institute for Health Research 
(May 2018- April 2020).  
 

SHARPS is a feasibility study which explores the 
acceptability of a peer-delivered, relational intervention for 
people with problem substance use who are homeless. The 
project was led by Tessa Parkes, Research Director of the 
Salvation Army Centre for Addiction Services and Research 
at the University of Stirling. 

Researchers adopted a holistic view of problem substance 
use, highlighting the complexity of issues experienced by 
people who face problems with their substance use. This 
was also reflected in the large and diverse team of Co-
Investigators and partners which included SCCJR’s own 
Maria Fotopoulou (University of Stirling). 

The study involved the delivery of the intervention by 
peer Navigators, based in homelessness outreach 
and residential services in Scotland and England. Peer 
Navigators worked with a small number of participants for 
up to 12 months providing both practical and emotional 
support to people who, at the time of study, were homeless 
or at risk of homelessness, over the age of 18 years and 
self-report alcohol/drug problems. 

Linda McGowan, the Artist in Residence at The Unexpected Artist 
Gallery, Glasgow. Linda was commissioned to create a painting 
capturing the essence of the SUII seminar series.

The evaluation of the intervention involved holistic health 
checks and qualitative interviews with intervention 
participants, staff at participating agencies as well as 
peer Navigators. In addition, non-participant observation 
was conducted in intervention and standard care sites 
to document similarities and differences between 
care pathways. 

The SHARPS study will provide evidence regarding whether 
a peer-delivered harm reduction intervention is feasible 
and acceptable to people experiencing homelessness and 
problem substance use in order to develop a definitive trial. 
Given the complexity of issues experienced by the target 
population, SHARPS is expected to greatly influence the 
practice field. 

Alongside the study, as part of a team of academics 
and practitioners from University of Stirling, University of 
Edinburgh, Heriot Watt University, Scottish Drugs Forum, 
NHS Lothian, and NHS Health Scotland, we were funded by 
the Scottish Universities Insight Institute (SUII) to organise 
a series of events on homelessness, health and harm 
reduction. The aim was to share and discuss international, 
national and local best practice and, most critically, how we 
can work better together across sectors and disciplines to 
develop Scottish solutions.  

 

Improving Frontline Responses to 
High Impact Domestic Violence 
(IMPRODOVA)

Michele Burman, Oona Brooks-Hay, Lisa Bradley, Ruth 
Friskney, University of Glasgow. 
Funded by the European Union’s H2020 research and 
innovation programme. 
(May 2018 – August 2021)

IMPRODOVA involves a large group of researchers 
from eight European countries (Austria, Finland, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Portugal, Slovenia, and Scotland) 
working with 16 non-academic partners, including 
Police Scotland. 

https://www.stir.ac.uk/research/hub/contract/332442
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Our Projects
Distant Voices 
Fergus McNeill (University of Glasgow), Oliver Escobar 
(University of Edinburgh), Jo Collinson Scott (University of 
the West of Scotland) and Vox Liminis

Developing the evidence base for innovation in 
social care for children and families affected by 
domestic abuse
Jane Callaghan, Margaret Malloch, David Morran and 
Hannah Graham (University of Stirling)

Global synchronization and the illicit antiquities trade: 
understanding community crime prevention in post-
earthquake Nepal and Myanmar
Emiline Smith (University of Glasgow)

Health and social impacts of Covid-19 in Scotland
Sarah Armstrong, Lucy Pickering, Oona Brooks-Hay, 
Michele Burman, Caitlin Gormley, Fergus McNeill, 
Nughmana Mirza and 12 other research staff from the 
University of Glasgow.

In the Gulag’s Shadow: Producing, Consuming and 
Perceiving Prisons in the former Soviet Union 
Laura Piacentini (University of Strathclyde) and Gavin Slade 
(University of Glasgow)
Link Worker Evaluation Highland Third Sector Interface
Hannah Graham and Niall Hamilton-Smith (University 
of Stirling)

The impact of domestic abuse is profound at individual 
and societal levels, and it is recognised as a cause and 
consequence of gender inequalities. Domestic abuse 
is characterised by significant under-reporting in many 
countries, and there are longstanding concerns at the police 
approach. IMPRODOVA is examining the ways in which 
domestic abuse is responded to in each country, focusing 
in particular on existing barriers but also facilitators to its 
reporting.  As part of its work, IMPRODOVA is seeking to 
ascertain the extent to which the objectives of international 
policies and standards about the prevention and response 
to domestic abuse, in particular the Istanbul Convention, are 
being addressed Within this, there is a specific emphasis 
on the nature of multi-agency agency working in this area.  
A key objective of IMPRODOVA is to develop research-
informed guidance and tools for frontline practitioners and 
policymakers that can be used to improve responses. 

The research has involved interviews with police, social 
workers, third sector women’s support organisations, 
and health workers about their practice, and conducted 
observations of Multi-Agency Risk Assessment 
Conferences (MARACs); it has also entailed the analysis of 
police data on domestic abuse and documentary analysis 
of policy and operational guidance.  Fieldwork is almost 
complete and we are now developing toolkits, training 
materials and guidance which will be assessed by our non-
academic partner organisations for its suitability for wiser 
use across the eight countries. 

w. www.improdova.eu    twitter: @improdova

 

The Criminal 
Citizen

Milena Tripkovic, 
University of 
Edinburgh  

The project that I am currently developing explores the 
normative grounds of contemporary restrictions to the 
citizenship status and citizenship entitlements of criminal 

offenders. Modern democracies are adamant on using 
sanctions, such as citizenship deprivation, which remove 
the membership status entirely, and others, such as 
criminal disenfranchisement and prohibition to serve on 
jury, which reduce important citizenship entitlements. 
Inflicting such sanctions on top of the ‘conventional’ 
forms of punishment (imprisonment, probation) increases 
considerably the scope of penal interventions without an 
apparent justification. My project argues that the nature of 
these sanctions is pronouncedly different from most forms 
of punishment – their primary purpose is to dishonour 
and denigrate criminal offenders by removing them from 
polities either symbolically (by, for instance, denying them 
the franchise) or physically (through depriving them of 
citizenship). In line with this understanding, such restrictions 
which I call citizenship sanctions pose normative problems 
that cannot be resolved within the confines of normative 
penal theory: citizens are not punished for breaking the law 
but reprimanded for failing in their citizenship roles.

The project builds a modern theory of virtuous citizenship 
to uncover the requirements which contemporary states 
pose before their members in order to enjoy unhindered 
access to their status. In that, the project focuses on 
citizenship deprivation and combines normative political 
theory with legal and socio-legal analysis which involves 
a number of European democracies (such as France, 
Germany, Italy, Norway, UK and others). The purpose is 
to discover the substance of citizenship in these countries, 
account for possible variations in its meaning and contribute 
to a normative assessment of citizenship sanctions. As 
a result, the project will reveal the virtues that constitute 
modern citizenship, assess the extent to which criminal 
offenders may be said to own them, and decide whether 
citizenship deprivation is justified and if so, in which cases. 
The findings will, in practical terms, help policy makers 
decide on the appropriate level of restrictions, while in the 
theoretical sense, they will resolve the dilemma of whether 
criminals remain citizens.

 

Multi-Disciplinary Innovation for Social Change (SHINE)
Beth Weaver (University of Strathclyde) and representatives 
from 37 countries.

Responding to the needs of ‘at risk’ young Women in 
Scotland
Annie Crowley (University of Stirling)

Scoping a Criminological Research Agenda for ESRC 
Richard Sparks (University of Edinburgh)

The Right to Health in Brazilian & Scottish Prisons 
Laura Piacentini (University of Strathclyde) along with 
colleagues from the Universities of Stirling and Dundee.

Trafficking transformations: objects as agents in 
transnational criminal networks
Donna Yates (University of Maastricht), Simon MacKenzie 
(Victoria University of Wellington) Annette Hübschle-Finch 
(University of Cape Town)

Understanding Inequalities 
Susan McVie (University of Edinburgh) and partners across 
several universities

Understanding Repeat Violence Victimisation in Scotland: 
A qualitative approach
Susan Batchelor, Caitlin Gormley and Marguerite Schinkel 
(University of Glasgow)

Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research  | 9 



10 |  Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research  | 11 

During 2019/20 SCCJR researchers have featured 
in more than 100 news stories across print, radio 
and TV broadcast and provided several consultation 
responses and given oral evidence to the 
Scottish Parliament. 

Here are some of our highlights; 

SCCJR received widespread media attention on its 
publication of Justice Journeys: Informing policy and 
practice through lived experiences of victim-survivors of 
rape and serious sexual assault by Oona Brooks-Hay, 
Michele Burman and Lisa Bradley (Glasgow).  
Oona was interviewed by a number of outlets including 
BBC Reporting Scotland, STV News and The Herald.

An SCCJR blog article by Cara Jardine (Strathclyde) as 
part of our Covid-19 series was picked up by the Guardian 
newspaper in March 2020.

Research by Niall Hamilton-Smith (Stirling), Maureen 
McBride (Glasgow) and Colin Atkinson (UWS) on football 
policing and surveillance technologies in Scottish football 
attracted media coverage in The Times newspaper, the 
Daily Record, and the Scottish Sun. 

An SCCJR report on ‘Taking Stock of Violence in Scotland’ 
by Susan Batchelor, Sarah Armstrong and Donna 
MacLellan (all Glasgow) was published in September 
2019. The Scotsman reported on the project tin their article, 
‘Violence has focused on the deprived over past ten years’.

A new five-track EP from Distant Voices, ‘Oblivion  
and Beyond’ was featured in an article published in the 
Sunday Post. 

SCCJR Blog: The Covid-19 Series 

As the pandemic was ongoing SCCJR produced a short series of blogs which looked at how the virus was 
impacting on crime and justice. Here are some of the 

Behind the Curve: Prison and Covid-19 by Cara Jardine (Strathclyde)

On the Outside: Families of Prisoners and Covid-19 by Kirsty Deacon (Strathclyde)

On the Inside: A Prisoner Speaks Out 
Penal Supervision in a Pandemic by Fergus McNeill (Glasgow) 

Gender Based Violence in a Pandemic by Oona Brooks-Hay,  
Michele Burman and Lisa Bradley (Glasgow)

Living Under Covid-19 by Laura Piacentini (Strathclyde)

To read these blogs and more please visit https://sccjrblog.wordpress.com/ 

Communicating, Engaging  
and Collaborating
Staff and students from SCCJR are regular 
commentators on issues affecting crime and 
justice and make frequent contributions to media 
and political debate. 

Hannah Graham (Stirling) was interviewed live on 
BBC Scotland’s The Nine TV discussing Scottish 
prisoner reintegration, following the announcement that 
throughcare support services were being suspended 
because of overcrowded Scottish prisons and 
staffing pressures.

Alistair Fraser (Glasgow) was interviewed by BBC 
‘Bitesize’ and quoted at length in an article discussing 
representations of youth violence in popular culture and 
produced an original broadcast for BBC Radio 3 titled ‘The 
Hardman in the Call-Centre’. 

A group of SCCJR staff and students visited the Scottish 
Parliament and met with the Justice Committee in 
September 2019. The Committee heard views on their 
focus in the areas of criminal justice and policing. 

Hannah Graham (Stirling) and Fergus McNeill (Glasgow) 
provided written evidence on the presumption against 
short periods of imprisonment Scotland order. Their 
evidence was quoted in the Scottish Parliament Justice 
Committee Report on the presumption, which was passed 
by the Scottish Parliament in June and implemented in 
practice in July 2019.

Gemma Flynn (Edinburgh) 
appeared as a guest on BBC’s 
Woman’s Hour to discuss women’s 
love for true crime.  

Oona Brooks-Hay and Lisa Bradley (both Glasgow) 
presented the findings of their Justice Journeys research 
(with Michele Burman) to the Scottish Parliament Cross 
Party Group on Women & Justice on 25th September.

Susan McVie and Lesley McAra (both Edinburgh) 
provided written and verbal evidence to the Equalities 
and Human Rights Committee of the Scottish Parliament 
on the passing of the Age of Criminal Responsibility 
(Scotland) Act, which received Royal Assent on 11th 
June 2019.  

Artwork by Beth Chalmers/Vox Liminis

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-49419442
https://archive.news.stv.tv/politics/1440181-rape-victims-feel-let-down-by-justice-system-study-finds.html
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17852341.rape-victims-feel-let-courts-even-attacker-jailed-report-finds/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/mar/28/coronavirus-scotland-may-release-prisoners-close-to-end-of-sentences
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/mar/28/coronavirus-scotland-may-release-prisoners-close-to-end-of-sentences
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/police-scoring-own-goal-with-cameras-at-matches-3b0q0w7pq
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/news/5135528/police-scotland-hooligans-provoking-study/
https://www.scotsman.com/news/violence-has-focused-deprived-over-past-ten-years-1407460
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/oblivion-and-beyond-new-ep-explores-experiences-of-scottish-criminal-justice-system-and-drugs-recovery/
https://www.sccjr.ac.uk/news-events/news/scottish-parliament-justice-committee-consultation-responses-on-the-presumption-against-short-sentences-pass/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5BQCFMQd3mPqj7YT4hlvdCL/true-crime-five-reasons-why-women-love-it
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5BQCFMQd3mPqj7YT4hlvdCL/true-crime-five-reasons-why-women-love-it
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The elderly prison population 
in Chile: Characteristics and 
challenges
Daniela Mardones 
UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH
SUPERVISORS: Richard Sparks 
and Fiona Jamieson
FUNDING SOURCE: ANID 
(Chilean Government) 

My research aims to understand the characteristics of 
and challenges faced by the increasing number of elderly 
people in prison, and the implications these have on the 
criminal justice system and the prison population itself. 
Despite growing interest in the field, there are no studies 
on this subject in Chile. 

The work has important 
implications for the 
development of public 
policies in favour of the 
elderly population. 

There is, simultaneously, a growing concern over the 
general increase in the prison population in Chile, so 
this topic covers two issues that are currently relevant 
to Chilean public debate: Population ageing and the 
disproportionate growth of the prison population in Chile. 
The causes of this increase are related to processes 
of a general increase of the penal population in various 
countries from which Chile has not been exempt. This 
growth is directly related to three main changes: the 
general increase in the elderly population, the mass 
incarceration process and the penal reforms. All these 
substantial influences on the demographic and social 
situation of prisons in Chile. These causes have been 

described in previous research but the consequences 
for the criminal justice system and the prisoners are still 
unknown. So, this research is the first approach to a 
better understanding of the new challenges created by the 
constantly increasing number of elderly in Chilean prisons.

When the Covid-19 pandemic started I had to rethink 
my approach to the topic. My original plan was to do 
my fieldwork in Chilean prisons this year but that it is 
impossible right now considering than elderly prisoners 
are extremely vulnerable to the virus. Despite the fact 
the I had to substantially modify my research I found out 
new opportunities to develop other research skills. Now, 
I am focused on doing online interviews with Chilean 
practitioners related to elderly prisoners and using 
innovative ways of interaction through online methods. 
This new approach gave me a different perspective of the 
topic related to how practitioners and staff deal with the 
emotional labour and increasing caring activities that these 
prisoners needs. 

 

Power and the Historic Abuse of 
Children in Care
Samina Karim
UNIVERSITY OF STRATHCLYDE
SUPERVISORS: Laura Piacentini and 
Christine Jones
FUNDING SOURCE: University  
of Strathclyde

Within Scotland, concern regarding the historic abuse of 
children in care has increased over time, and there have 
been a range of developments and initiatives over the last 
eighteen or so years, which have ensured that historic 
abuse remains on the political agenda to this day. My 
PhD was based on this subject – where I examined how 

International Engagement
SCCJR’s ability to advance knowledge and make 
an impact depends on strong international 
networks, and SCCJR staff are highly active in 
international forums and research projects. 
At present, SCCJR has five formal partners with internationally renowned criminological research centres 
and departments at the Universities of Toronto, Oslo, Hong Kong, Leuven and the Queensland University 
of Technology. As a Centre we invested in international partnership activity with these institutions to support 
inward and outward mobility of staff and  students. 

PhD Snapshots 
Our PhD students work at the cutting edge of 
crime and justice research and each year we 
profile a selection of projects. 

• Richard Sparks (Edinburgh) visited University of Leuven 

• Hannah Graham (Stirling) visited the Queensland University of Technology 

• Emiline Smith (Glasgow) visited Hong Kong University 

• Sveinung Sandberg (Oslo) visited the University of Glasgow 

While Covid-19 put a stop to our 
international travel plans in 2020 it 
hasn’t stopped us from connecting 
with our international community. 
We are actively engaged in 
international network development in 
research, teaching, and scholarship. 
Through involvement in large-
scale comparative research, and 
facilitation of research-led teaching, 
staff and students are developing 
the international reputation of 
SCCJR as a centre for excellence in 
criminological scholarship.

Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research  | 13 
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This research makes a 
unique contribution to 
knowledge, penetrating 
the ‘black box’ of penal 
surveillance which remains 
under-researched. 

Particularly in light of new criminal justice legislation and 
the introduction of even more intrusive technologies into 
the arsenal of the criminal justice system, it is important that 
we understand how digital systems change the way people 
are punished. 

 

Community Policing and Human 
Trafficking in Scotland: An 
examination of the role and 
impact of local and community 
police officers in detection and 
investigation 
Scarlet Robertson  
UNIVERSITY OF STIRLING 
SUPERVISORS: Niall Hamilton-
Smith and Margaret Malloch
FUNDING SOURCE: Self-funded

Human trafficking is gaining 
recognition across the world as a growing serious crime 
which causes significant harm to victims yet it remains 
gravely under-reported and under-detected. There is a 
need for different approaches and increased knowledge to 
improve this. Trafficking happens in communities, but local 
policing efforts are largely overlooked when examining the 
subject. By investigating the role of community policing 
within the wider framework and by examining community 
officers’ understanding of human trafficking my PhD 
explores how to best equip officers and utilise local and 
community policing in human trafficking detection. 

My PhD takes a mixed methods approach and is comprised 
of a multistage data collection. The first stage involved 
a thematic analysis of human trafficking strategy and 
legislation to understand the policy framework for Scottish 
anti-trafficking efforts and to situate community policing 
within this. With particular analytic focus placed on how 
the dominant themes and action areas could relate to 
community policing, it was found that there was a great 
deal of intersection. Furthermore, running throughout all the 
themes and documents was the idea of roles for all different 
actors at multiple levels. Crucially, this includes communities 
and individuals as well as local policing. This shows that 
there is clearly an important role for community policing in 
anti-trafficking efforts. 

Following on from the findings of this initial stage, the 
project will now move on to explore what this role may be 
in practice. First is a survey targeted at community officers 
aiming to gauge awareness, knowledge and experience of 
human trafficking and producing a descriptive quantitative 
analysis. This will be followed by semi-structured interviews 
with officers from both community policing and specialist 
human trafficking units.  
 

These will look in more 
depth at experiences of 
policing human trafficking 
and how the role of 
community policing is 
conceptualised within this. 

Responses will be analysed qualitatively using a reflexive 
thematic analysis approach. Findings from the different 
stages will then be analysed together and reported. These 
findings aim to realise the wider importance of local and 
community policing and contribute to understanding on 
how to improve identification of human trafficking cases 
in Scotland. 

 

power (action/inaction) affected victims/survivors who had 
experienced abuse whilst in care. 

Through the analysis of 
the data derived from 
interviews with victims/
survivors of historic abuse, 
my research evidenced 
how power in relation to the 
historic abuse of children in 
care is exercised on three 
interrelated yet distinct 
levels, namely that of the 
individual, professional and 
structural levels. 

Whilst also, the findings demonstrated that the exercise of 
such power may impact individuals in limiting, productive 
and simultaneously limiting/productive ways. 

Understanding power is so important, given how historically, 
victims and survivors have already experienced a lack 
of power and control. Therefore, it becomes essential 
that any responses to historic abuse, consider how the 
workings of power may further impact those who suffered 
while in care. For example, my recent article on financial 
redress, explains how compensation can leave some 
survivors, with mixed feelings: https://theconversation.
com/hush-money-how-compensation-can-leave-child-
abuse-survivors-with-mixed-feelings-127055. This is one 
example of how structural power can have simultaneously 
limiting/productive consequences for individuals, and this is 
significant, as a redress scheme for survivors has recently 
been set up within Scotland. Such research findings make 
it clear, that professionals need to better understand power 
and recognise how their actions and inactions, may have 
positive, negative or simultaneously positive/negative 
consequences for victims and survivors who suffered abuse 
and disempowerment.

 

Left to their own devices: A 
technosocial ethnography of penal 
electronic monitoring in Scotland
Ryan Casey 
UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW
SUPERVISORS: Fergus McNeill and 
Alistair Fraser
FUNDING SOURCE: College of Social 
Science, University of Glasgow 

My PhD research aims to untangle the networked 
governmentality of penal electronic monitoring in Scotland, 
in order to better understand how digital technology is used 
to punish people. Electronic monitoring is a contracted 
service, provided by a private sector organisation I refer to 
in my work as ‘The Company’. To conduct this research, I’ve 
used a qualitative, ethnographic approach to explore what 
is like to both be monitored and enact monitoring. Drawing 
from literature in criminology, social anthropology, and STS, 
I used a ‘technosocial’ approach to situate my fieldwork not 
just as a study of people, but also technology and when/
where the lines between the social and technological blur. 
Fieldwork consisted of approximately 67 hours of participant 
observation and 13 unstructured interviews with 10 
participants carried out between October 2018 – November 
2019. I was granted access by The Company to observe 
ongoing multi-sited activities and operations involved in 
monitoring including: ride-alongs with Field Officers making 
house visits across the country; shifts with Monitoring 
Officers in the National Monitoring Centre; and, shifts with 
Court Report Writing Officers. I also interviewed 10 people 
who had unique and varied experiences of being subject to 
penal electronic monitoring in Scotland.

Electronic monitoring is not the automated, neutral, or ‘clean’ 
form of punishment it is often packaged as or assumed to 
be. It is complex, messy, and involves human discretion at 
every level of enacting penal surveillance. Techniques of 
othering, representations of bodies via surveillance data, 
and mystification are just some of the mechanics of power 
used to control those being monitored. Yet, people have 
found novel and creative ways to resist this governance at 
a distance. 
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Name University Supervisors Research Title 

Arnal, Alejandro Rubio Glasgow McNeill/Happer Improving Post-Prison Re/Integration in Scotland 
Through Collaboration: a Glasgow case

Barkas, Betsy Glasgow Armstrong/Philo The role of the media in understanding and 
contesting deaths in custody

Brookes, Susan Glasgow Burman/Chapman The Role of Education in Prison

Cairns, Beth Stirling Malloch/Matthews The experience of transgender individuals in the 
criminal justice system.

Casey, Ryan Glasgow Fraser/McNeill The Lived Experience of Sanctioned Electronic 
Monitoring in the United States and Scotland

Cathcart Froden, Lucy Glasgow McNeill/Phipps/Collinson-
Scott

‘A language we all understand?’ A practice-led 
exploration of the role of musical communication 
in (re)integration of people who have migrated and 
people who have offended

Ceesay, Nicola Glasgow/
Edinburgh

Armstrong/Sparks Better safe than sorry - exploring the extent, 
experience and impact of Scotland's orders for 
lifelong restriction

Clayton, Estelle Edinburgh/
Dundee

Souhami/ O'Neill (Dundee) Stop and Search in Scotland: An analysis of police 
practice and culture in a time of change

Cleary, Jessica Stirling Malloch/Graham Exploring the Role of Desistance Theory in 
Community Justice Policy Provision for Women in 
Scotland.

Cooper, Chiara Edinburgh Cowan Sexual violence and 'lad culture' at UK universities

Cornish, Neil Glasgow Armstrong/Barry Researching how vulnerability is experienced by 
prisoners and defined as a category by prison 
administrations

Crisp, Stephanie Stirling Rigby/Simmons Reconceptualising Trauma Informed Practice 
Through Service Blueprinting: Exploring a Practice 
Perspective on Youth Justice

Cullen, Amy Glasgow Malloch/Batchelor Women offenders and fiscal fines in Scotland

Ferguson, Rachel Glasgow Farmer/Armstrong Child sex offences

Gaitis, Konstantinos Edinburgh McAra/Kirkwood Shedding light on the ‘dark figure’ of human 
trafficking: Past experiences, problems of 
identification, male victimisation

Gavrilovic Nilsson, MJ Edinburgh Aydin-Aitchison/Jessee From state ideology to individual criminal actions: 
testimony and evidence from the International 
Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda

Gibson, Ross Strathclyde Piacentini/Steckley Young People’s Perceptions of their Routes into 
Secure Care

SCCJR PhD Student List 2019/2020
Name University Supervisors Research Title 

Hamad, Rania Edinburgh Kirkwood/Rosie The causes and motivations of hate crime: 
implications for Criminal Justice Social Work 
and beyond'

Hay, Emily Rose Edinburgh Jackson/Sparks Press representation of child homicide in 
Britain 1960-92

Horton, Karen Glasgow Pearce/Mackenzie Himalayan Art and Disappearing Cultures: Artefacts 
and the Art Market.  Market Prices, Collecting, 
Provenance and Transparency Criminal Careers in 
their Neighbourhood Context

Hunter, Abby Stirling Fotopoulou/Munro Emergence and history of the War on Drugs as a 
response to the drug problem

Igbinomwanhia, Greg Stirling Hamilton-Smith/Rigby Human Trafficking and Poverty in South-south 
Nigeria

Ionut Cioarta Strathclyde Weaver/MacIntyre Activism in the Field of Social Work - Comparative 
Practices in the UK and Romania

Kabir, Ahmedul Edinburgh Aydin-Aitchison/Henry Police Reform in the Emerging Democracy of 
Bangladesh: Readiness for Safeguarding Human 
Rights’

Karadzhov, Dimitar Strathclyde Weaver/Quinn Supporting poverty-impacted children and families 
and Mental health recovery and homelessness

Karim, Samina Strathclyde Piacentini Transitional Justice and Care Home Abuse in 
Scotland

Keishing, Ringmichon  Stirling Hamilton-Smith/Rigby Human trafficking in the era of globalization: 
A rights-based approach to understanding the 
narratives of trafficked women in Manipur, India

Kennedy, Sarah Glasgow McNeill A common hope: a criminological and theological 
exploration of the role of hope in the desistance 
process

Kjellgren, Richard Stirling Hamilton-Smith/Griffiths Online Technologies and the Sex Market: Patterns 
of Exploitation and Vulnerability

Kulagina, Alex Edinburgh Aydin-Aitchison/Bancroft From state ideology to individual criminal actions: 
testimony and evidence from the International 
Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda

MacLellan, Donna Glasgow Batchelor/Reith Exploring the relationship between a culture of 
consumption and acquisitive offending by young 
women

Mann, Emily Edinburgh Souhami/Bancroft Negotiating Gender Identity in the Context of 
Cultural Reform: a Study of Women in Police 
Scotland

Mardones Bravo, 
Daniela

Edinburgh Sparks/Jamieson The Elderly Population within the prison system in 
Chile: Characteristics and Challenges 

McGhee, John Glasgow/
Edinburgh

Armstrong/McVie Do Prisons Kill?

McLean, Abigail Stirling Malloch/Fotopolou Picturing the Self: A photovoice examination of 
women’s pathways out of crime
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Name University Supervisors Research Title 

Mercer, Sallyanne Strathclyde Weaver Dying in Prison

Mihut, Andreea Edinburgh Kirkwood/Jamieson/ Identity, Equity, and Communication in the Criminal 
Process: Investigating Language and Power in the 
Contemporary Scottish Courtroom

Nowell, Elly Glasgow Farmer/Armstrong Statistical categories and the construction of legal 
offences

O’Carroll, Martha Glasgow/
Edinburgh

Armstrong/Sparks Mapping the politics of penal reform in Scotland

Papachristopoulos, 
Christos

Edinburgh Sparks/Mancano The thorn in our backyard: the need for reducing 
disparities across national prison conditions through 
EU intervention

Pereira, Hugo Stirling McIvor/Munro Killing Time: The Criminogenic Aspects of Boredom

Peterson, Helge Glasgow Virdee/Armstrong The Racialisation of Law and Order: Political 
Struggles over Law Enforcement, Criminal Justice 
and Institutionalised Racism in Britain between 
1959 and 2015

Price, Tracey Stirling Tessa Parkes/Malloch Scottish Drug Policy, Diversion from the Criminal 
Justice System

Primrose, Kirsty Stirling McIvor/Wilson Exploring the experiences of children affected by 
maternal imprisonment in Scotland

Qvist-Baudry, Emily Edinburgh Sparks/Gorringe Interaction ritual chains and micro-sociology of 
prison violence

Reyes, Luis Edinburgh McVie/Norris Collective efficacy and crime in Nuevo Leon: the 
role of neighbourhood perceptions of the police

Robertson, Scarlet Stirling Hamilton-Smith/Malloch Killing Time: The Criminogenic Aspects of Boredom

Russo, Deborah Edinburgh/
Glasgow

Sparks/Armstrong Segregation in Scottish Prisons in Comparative 
Context

Sharon McAllister Stirling Munro/Wilson An examination of the law of Contempt of Court in 
enforcing child contact orders in Scotland

Simanovic, Tia Strathclyde Paul/Weaver Bereavement and imprisonment: an 

Soliman, Francesca Edinburgh Aydin-Aitchison/Lock Migration, illegality, and social harm: an Italian case 
study

Spence, Bill Glasgow Burman/McNeill An exploration of individual, relational and 
community risk and protective factors in vulnerable 
young people living in deprived communities

Stoll, Katharina Glasgow Yates Money Laundering and Art – A critical Analysis 
and Evaluation of Case Studies and Laws and 
Regulations

Umle, Umar Glasgow McNeill/ Schinkel A phenomenological approach to understand 
decision-making process: A study on Reintegration 
Officers from the Singapore Prison Service

Walters, Hannah Glasgow Batchelor Working-class girls' experiences of further 
education

Warburton, Judy Stirling Munro Decision-making by the Children’s Panel

Yule, Nicola Stirling Malloch/Hamilton-Smith The Impact of the Whole System Approach to 
Dealing with Young People Involved in Offending

Publications
SCCJR Publications
Armstrong, S. (2020) Measuring Justice: Defining Concepts, 
Developing Practice – ScotGov research report. (forthcoming, to 
be published on www.sccjr.ac.uk ).

Batchelor, S., Armstrong, S. and MacLellan, D. (2019) Taking 
Stock of Violence in Scotland. SCCJR Report No.3/2019 
(September) www.sccjr.ac.uk 

Brooks-Hay, O,. Burman, M. and Bradley, L. (2019) Justice 
Journeys Informing policy and practice through lived experience 
of victim-survivors of rape and serious sexual assault. SCCJR 
Report No.4/2019 (August) www.sccjr.ac.uk 

Burman, M. and Brooks-Hay, O. (2020) Delays in Trials: the 
implications for victim-survivors rape and serious sexual assault. 
SCCJR Briefing Paper. (July) www.sccjr.ac.uk 

Deacon, K. (2020) Family Learning Group, HMP Kilmarnock. An 
exploratory research report. SCCJR Report No. 5/2020 (April)  
www.sccjr.ac.uk 

Publications by SCCJR members 
Books

Jardine, C. (2019) Families, Imprisonment and Legitimacy. 
Routledge Press. 

Mackenzie, S. (2020, in press), Transnational Criminology: 
Trafficking and Global Criminal Markets. Bristol: Bristol University 
Press (New Horizons in Criminology Series). 

Mackenzie, S., Brodie,N., Yates,D. and Tsirogiannis, C. (2019) 
Trafficking Culture: New Directions in Researching the Global 
Market in Illicit Antiquities. The book is available on the Routledge 
website.

Ugwudike, P., Graham, H., McNeill, F., Raynor P., Taxman, 
F., & Trotter, C. (eds.) (2020) The Routledge Companion to 
Rehabilitative Work in Criminal Justice, London: Routledge.

Articles 

Aitchison-Aydin, A., and Mermutluoğlu, C. (2019) Mapping 
Human Rights to Democratic Policing through the ECHR. 
Security and Human Rights Monitor. (2019) Vol. 30, pp. 72-99.

Anderson, S., Horgan, S., Jamieson, F., Jardine, C. and 
Rogers, A. (In Press) ECR Collective Response: The Future of 
Criminology and the Unsustainability of the Status Quo for ECRs, 
Criminology and Criminal Justice. 

Armstrong, S., (2020) At Risk of Rights: Rehabilitation, Sentence 
Management and the Structural Violence of Prison. Critical 
Criminology, vol 28(1): 85–105.

Aston, L., Murray, K. and O’Neill, M. (2019) ‘Achieving 
cultural change through organizational justice’, 
Criminology and Criminal Justice (online first) https://doi.
org/10.1177%2F1748895819839751

Atkinson, C., Brooke, N. and Yates, D. (2019) ‘Researching a 
Risky Business? The Use of Freedom of Information to Explore 
Counterterrorism Security at Museums in the United Kingdom’. 
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism Online access https://doi.org/10.10
80/1057610X.2019.1647682 

Atkinson, C., Yates, D., and N. Brooke (2019) ‘Now that you 
mention it, museums probably are a target’: museums, terrorism, 
and security in the United Kingdom. Museum Management and 
Curatorship. DOI: 10.1080/09647775.2019.1683881

Batchelor, S. (2019) In the footsteps of a quiet pioneer: revisiting 
Pearl Jephcott’s work on youth leisure in Scotland and Hong 
Kong, Women’s History Review 28(5):762-778.

Batchelor, S., Fraser, A., Whittaker, L. and Ling, L. (2020) 
Precarious leisure: (re)imagining youth, transitions and 
temporality. Journal of Youth Studies (Early Online Publication) 
DOI: 10.1080/13676261.2019.1710483.

Berg, J. and C. Shearing (forthcoming 2020) Polycentric Security 
Governance and Sustainable Development in the Global South. 
In Blaustein, J., Fitz-Gibbon, K., Pino, N. and R. White (eds) 
The Emerald Handbook of Crime, Justice and Sustainable 
Development. Emerald, pp. 158-179.

Berg, J. and C. Shearing (forthcoming 2020) ‘Private Security’s 
Accountabilities within Polycentric Assemblages’, International 
Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice

Berg, J. (forthcoming 2020) ‘Policing reform in the context of 
plural policing: The South African case’, Policing: A Journal of 
Policy and Practice (special issue)

Buchanan, S., Jardine, C. & Ruthven, I. (2019) Information 
behaviors in disadvantaged and dependent circumstances and 
the role of information intermediaries. Journal of the Association 
for Information Science and Technology, 70 (2), pp. 117-129. 

Brangan, L. (2020) ‘Exceptional States: The political 
geography of comparative penology’, Punishment & Society. 
Advance access online at: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/
abs/10.1177/1462474520915995?journalCode=puna

Brodie, N, Batura, O., Hoog, G., Slot, B., Wanrooij van.,N. and 
Yates, D (2019) ‘Illicit trade in cultural goods in Europe’. Available 
online https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/
publication/d79a105a-a6aa-11e9-9d01-01aa75ed71a1/language-
en/format-PDF/source-102259506

https://www.sccjr.ac.uk/publications/taking-stock-of-violence-in-scotland/
https://www.sccjr.ac.uk/publications/taking-stock-of-violence-in-scotland/
https://www.sccjr.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Justice-Journeys-Report_Aug-2019_FINAL.pdf
https://www.sccjr.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Justice-Journeys-Report_Aug-2019_FINAL.pdf
https://www.sccjr.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Justice-Journeys-Report_Aug-2019_FINAL.pdf
https://www.sccjr.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Delays-in-Trials-SCCJR-Briefing-Paper_July-2020.pdf
https://www.sccjr.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Delays-in-Trials-SCCJR-Briefing-Paper_July-2020.pdf
https://www.routledge.com/Families-Imprisonment-and-Legitimacy-The-Cost-of-Custodial-Penalties/Jardine/p/book/9781138329348
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1748895819839751
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1748895819839751
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09612025.2018.1472893
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09612025.2018.1472893
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09612025.2018.1472893
http://eprints.gla.ac.uk/206503/
http://eprints.gla.ac.uk/206503/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13676261.2019.1710483
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1462474520915995?journalCode=puna
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1462474520915995?journalCode=puna
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d79a105a-a6aa-11e9-9d01-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-102259506
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d79a105a-a6aa-11e9-9d01-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-102259506
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d79a105a-a6aa-11e9-9d01-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-102259506
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Brooks-Hay, O. (2019) Doing the ‘right thing’?: Understanding 
why rape victim-survivors report to the police Feminist 
Criminology [published OnlineFirst] https://journals.sagepub.com/
doi/full/10.1177/1557085119859079 

Farrall, S. and Sparks, R. (2020) ‘Response to Dooley and 
Goodison: Falsification By Atrophy: The Kuhnian Process of 
Rejecting Theory in American Criminology’, (with Stephen 
Farrall) British Journal of Criminology, 60, 1: 45-49 https://doi.
org/10.1093/bjc/azz060

Hamilton-Smith, N., McBride, M. & Atkinson, C. (2019) ‘Lights, 
camera, provocation? Exploring experiences of surveillance 
in the policing of Scottish football’, Policing and Society, DOI: 
10.1080/10439463.2019.1696800

Chantler, K., Mirza, N. & Mackenzie, M. (2020) ‘Policy and 
Professional Responses to Forced Marriage in Scotland, British 
Journal of Social Work (In Preparation)
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Crockett Thomas, P. (forthcoming, 2020) Crime as an 
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Research Method. Art/Law 1 (1).
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