
Seminar Aims  and 
Objectives 

The seminar aims to explore 
issues around the construc-
tion and reconstruction of 
identities in relation to legisla-
tion, policy and criminal justice 
practices, and through en-
gagement with ongoing work 
in the SCCJR. The day is 
aimed at consolidating several 
diverse areas of work and ex-
amining the meanings within 
which identities are framed, 
the structures in which they 
are embedded and the social 
contexts in which they are 
performed.  

 

The key objectives of 
the seminar are:  

 To consider the ways in 
which some individuals 
and groups become 
‘problematised’ and sub-
ject to regulation as a re-
sult of their attachment to 
cultural and/or national 
constructs, while others 
may feel that their security 
is threatened by the same 
cultural and/or national 
constructs;  

 To explore the gap      
between law and rights-
based approaches to poli-
cy within specific cultural 
contexts;  

 To examine the antino-
mies and contradictions 
surrounding ‘civic society’ 
and explore the efficacy of 
civic society approaches 
to challenging and       
addressing ‘intolerance’.  

 

Constructing   
‘Problematic’ Identities 
Friday 18th December 2015, 10:00am — 4:00pm 

Iris Murdoch building, University of Stirling 

You are invited to attend this free seminar. Limited support is available for 

transport costs if required. Lunch and refreshments will be provided. 

For Scotland, 2014 marked a high watermark for debates and discussion re-
garding nationhood and identity. Regardless of the outcome of the Referendum 
last September, the process leading up to the vote has been considered by 
many to have resulted in meaningful discussion, debate and, indeed, politicisa-
tion. However, the issue of ‘identity’ and the way in which this is defined within 
the cultural and policy context has many shadow-aspects that have resulted in 
the problematic depiction, and subsequent regulation, of individuals and groups. 
This is reflected in the criminal justice system, raising concerns about process-
es of criminalisation, surveillance and access to justice. 

A one-day seminar will take place on Friday 18th December at the University of 
Stirling (Iris Murdoch building) funded by the Scottish Centre for Crime and  
Justice Research (SCCJR) and supported by the School of Applied Social    
Science, University of Stirling. Limited spaces are available; RSVP is essential. 

By drawing on contemporary examples from Scotland, and learning from inter-
national experiences, the seminar aims to explore how the state and civic socie-
ty respond to social divisions in increasingly diverse and multi-cultural societies. 
When is division associated with particular identities ‘problematic’, and when is 
it not, and who defines this? How should the state and others respond to 
‘problematic’ divisions?  What are the uses, benefits and limitations of the law, 
of other forms of social policy, and of civic society approaches?   

Contact Dr Margaret Malloch,             
email m.s.malloch@stir.ac.uk  


