Proposal for a ESC Early Stage Researchers Working Group

Submission to the ESC Board

Our proposal is designed to increase the attractiveness and relevance of the ESC to criminological and criminal justice researchers who are in the early stages of their research careers ('early stage researchers').  These will primarily be doctoral and post-doctoral researchers (up to 5 years research experience).  The aim is to provide a forum to discuss, develop and collaborate on new and innovative criminal justice research with other early stage researchers and lead/senior academics on a European level.  

The proposal stems from experience at Sheffield and in the UK.  At Sheffield, the Centre for Criminological Research has set up a specific group for Doctoral and Contract Researchers (see our website: http:www.sheffield.ac.uk/ccr/), as we believe that there is a need for a supportive framework for this group of researchers to share experiences as they develop their academic careers.  Among many issues that we discuss the Group provides the opportunity for members present their research, and provides information on publishing work, pursuing academic/research careers, applying for research funding and working collaboratively.  It is interdisciplinary, with members from various departments who are involved in criminological research, for example law and sociological studies.  

Nationally, the ESRC has funded a number of postgraduate criminological research conferences in the UK (one at Sheffield), with opportunities to present papers and to learn about publishing etc.  We are very aware, however, that increasingly research is operating on a European level, and that there is also a considerable number of early stage researchers who are relatively isolated from others, particularly in countries where criminology is developing fast.  The EU provides Marie Curie fellowships for early stage researchers to spend a period of time at other institutions (and Sheffield has welcomed a number of such doctoral researchers on this basis) - but this does not provide the kind of continuing forum, based around annual conferences, that a learned society link can provide.  

We think that a group of this kind should be operating on a European level and should be attached to, or be part of, the key European society for individual criminologists - the ESC.  Similarly, we think the ESC should be encouraging new, young criminologists - and this is a helpful and not too expensive way to do it.  In order to kick-start the process of getting together young researchers from different countries, we have also, with the encouragement of Professor Kerner and others, submitted a bid to the European Science Foundation for a seminar at Sheffield in 2006 - but this can only be, if successful, a one-off event, which could then lead on to the ESC conferences and the formation of the Group
.

We suggest that the ESC should develop such a Group - we are prepared to put in the administrative work to help achieve this - so that, eventually, there will be a day conference for early stage researchers prior to each annual conference.  Initially, as we set out below, we propose a half day meeting/conference at Tubingen in 2006 on the afternoon prior to the first evening reception of the ESC conference.

We set out below possibilities for the organisation and resources required for such a group and the conference.

The Working Group

Organisation

· ESC Working Group for Early Stage Researchers (doctoral and post doctoral researchers)

· Supported by ESC, with administrative support from Sheffield University’s Centre for Criminological Research

· We propose that this be organised collaboratively between members of the Executive of the ESC, the Centre for Criminological Research at Sheffield University and Glasgow University
.
Membership

· Any doctoral student working on criminological/criminal justice research in a European institution (university or research institute).

· Any post doctoral/contract researcher (0-5 years experience) conducting research in a European institution (university or research institute)

· It is important to target those institutions that have criminological researchers, but are not the large research centres.

Administration

The developers would initially be, in consultation with Marcelo Aebi: 

· Jenny Johnstone (currently Sheffield University, from October 2005 Glasgow University)

· Professor Joanna Shapland, Director of the Centre for Criminological Research at Sheffield University 

· Members of the Sheffield Centre for Criminological Research Postgraduate and Contract Researchers Group

· ESC Board

The Proposed ESC Early Stage Researchers Working Group meeting/conference at the ESC Conference in Tubingen, Germany 2006 and for subsequent ESC conferences

In Krakow, we noticed that the first afternoon of the conference allowed certain groups of researchers to meet prior to the conference proper, which started in the evening.  If a similar programme is intended for Tubingen, we would suggest that the new Working Group could have a half day conference that first afternoon, with participants then being able to stay on for the evening reception and attend the rest of the conference.

We do not want to discourage young researchers presenting papers on their own research in the main conference.  The initial meeting might, therefore, concentrate upon two elements.  The first would be sessions on getting published (with journal editors attending), applying for funding etc.  The second might be round tables on certain broad areas of criminology/criminal justice, chaired by more senior researchers, where some participants presented very short papers, followed by discussion on developments in research in these areas in Europe.

In later conferences, where we would hope to have a full day conference, we would be able to hold normal paper sessions, as well as continuing the getting published/funding etc. sessions.

For the initial half day in Tubingen, we suggest a meeting from say 1400 to 1800 (depending on the time of the reception).

Resources needed from 1) ESC and 2) Sheffield University to set up a Working Group Meeting at the next ESC meeting in Tubingen

The resources required for this initial half day meeting are minimal.

From the ESC

· Resources: a room plus relevant audio-visual equipment for the first afternoon of the conference

· Promotion of the Working Group and session through the ESC website and conference promotional literature.

· Looking for and advertising some cheaper accommodation to encourage early stage researchers to attend the meeting and the ESC conference

· We note that the Tubingen conference is intended to start with a welcome from the Rector and the Mayor, with a reception - we would hope members of the Group could attend this reception free of charge

· Look at opportunities for providing bursaries for postgraduates to apply to attend the conference (though we appreciate the financial difficulties of the ESC and that this possibility may need to be activated for future conferences).

From the Centre for Criminological for Research at Sheffield University:

· Organisational and administrative support for the organisation of the meeting (mailing lists, contacting people, sorting out academic contributions)

· Promotion of the ESC and the Working Group on the Centre’s website.

Jenny Johnstone.

University of Sheffield (University of Glasgow from October 2005

Professor Joanna Shapland

Director

The Centre for Criminological Research

University of Sheffield

� We shall hear whether we have been successful in obtaining this funding in October/November 2005.  The proposal lists as its intended outcomes: dissemination of information about modern criminological techniques for use in the study of issues with pan-European implications; networking; creating a discussion group; increasing collaboration with the ESC; and acting as a foundation for proposals for future events.


�   Glasgow University, to which Jenny Johnstone is moving in October 2005, have indicated they would be happy to support the venture.





