European Postgraduate (Early Stage) Researchers Working Group

26th August 2006, Tuebingen, Germany

ESC Conference 2006
Attendance: 

Damien Cassan

Susan Donkin

Coralie Firor-Khayat

Matthew Hall

Jenny Johnstone

Joanna Shapland

Shelah Shayavitz Devital

Jaime Waters

Melanie Wellsmith

Notes of the Meeting

It was generally accepted that there was a role for this type of Group within the European Society of Criminology.  Positive comments were received from attendees of the meeting and during the conference which provides the initial developers with confidence that the Group can grow and be a very useful addition to the ESC.

It was agreed that the main focus of the current year would be to further market and expand the organisation in addition to firming up the structure and creating roles and responsibilities within the Group.  In addition we identified that ownership of the Group should lie with Members who satisfy the Membership criteria.  In addition we would create Associate Membership for those Lead Researchers and Senior Academics who want to support the Group.  It was suggested that the Membership criteria be expanded slightly from 0-7 years experience to ensure that those who undertake doctoral research that takes longer than 3 years to complete have the full benefit of the Group.

In terms of the current year the central point of contact will remain as Jenny Johnstone, Jaime Waters, Matthew Hall and in addition Coralie Firor Khayat and Melanie Wellsmith.  It is hoped that during the year this will expand to establish contact points within different countries as well as a central point of Chair/Secretary.

The following are some brief action points that arose from the meeting:

· Invite Group members to join the organising committee for the coming year.  They can contact Jaime Waters, Matthew Hall or Jenny Johnstone.

ACTION

· Members to email their willingness to be part of the Group and organising committee

· Establish some format/criteria for membership of the organising committee to add to the membership terms, for example: tenure, nominating a Chair, nominating roles/posts within the committee and establishing roles/responsibilities between members.  Draft to be circulated and commented upon democratically.  We have the terms and conditions of the ESC to adhere to and can use, where applicable, their format.

· Establish Associate Membership of the Group for Lead Researchers/Senior Academics to offer support to the Group.

ACTION

· Decide upon the remit of Associate Members

· Decide upon who to contact and establish a contact list through members of the organisation.

· Write a standard letter that can be sent to all suggested contacts – ensure clarity and consistency in terminology across different languages/cultures.

· To contact members of National Criminological Associations to ask if they will put a piece in their newsletter about the Group

ACTION

· Obtain a list of all National Criminological Associations

· Write a standard letter – explain the organisation and include a small article/piece that can be placed in the Newsletter (for example, see SLSA)

· Consider funding mechanisms and bursaries for those attending the ESC Conference next year.

· In what ways can the ESC contribute to postgraduates/early stage researchers attending the conference other than through the reduced fees?  Should we be considering other funding bodies?

· Working Group session next year:

· Generally those who attended the meeting were happy with the format of the Working Group session this year.

ACTION

· Set aside sometime for a business meeting at the next conference to establish the committee and divide roles and responsibilities.

· Think about any ‘burning issue’ pertinent to Early Stage and Postgraduate Researchers upon which it may be useful to invite someone to speak at the next Working Group meeting.

